PROGRAM PROPOSAL STATEMENT FOR SLOVENE FIELD SCHOOL, MAY, 2009

Lydia Pulsipher, Professor

Dept. of Geography

University of Tennessee

Course Location: Primorska University, Koper, Slovenia, May 10 – 31, 2009
Program title:  The Slovene Dream: National identity formation in the post-Communist transition to membership in the European Union (1991-present).


Course Syllabus, UT  Geography 491 (foreign study):

This course, designed for upper classmen, will consist of three weeks of lectures by Slovene professors, government officials and farm and industry officials, discussions with these experts, interactions with Slovene university students, and field trips.  The first three days of the course will be held in central Slovenia at a farm tourism lodge near Ribnica where students will visit farms and factories in the Dolenska valley. The rest of the course, except for two day-long field trips around the country, will be at Primorska University in the medieval city of Koper on the Adriatic coast that is now host to one of the largest and most modern ports in Europe.

Rationale for the National Identity theme:

In June 1991, Slovenia, which had never before been an autonomous political unit, declared independence from Yugoslavia and embarked on changing from a communist to a capitalist economy while simultaneously moving toward becoming a modern liberal democracy.  In 2004, Slovenia joined the EU, in 2007 it adopted the Euro as its currency, and from 1 January 2008 to 1 July 2008, Slovenia took over the revolving Presidency of the European Union.  This remarkable transition from a little known ethnic enclave to a regional and even global leader left many unresolved issues.  While Slovenes embraced the opening of their society and economy, in the face of such rapid change they worried about losing their long standing ethnic solidarity. Folk architecture disappeared under developer’s bulldozers. Flashy new cars filled the cobblestone streets. Advertising popped up everywhere. Investors flocked in from Italy, Germany, England, Russia, America, Australia, and even China. Their ancient and distinctive language began to give way to English, the new lingua franca.  Slovenes worried that they were losing track of what it meant to be Slovene. 

The topic of national identity is one I use often in my teaching and research. And it is the main theme in my Geography of Europe course (next to be taught in Spring 2009). I start this course with the reading of the European Dream (2005) by the American author, Jeremy Rifkin.  The European Dream title is a variant of the tired, but still potent, phrase constantly reiterated in the US: The American Dream.

Rifkin's admittedly controversial point is that the American Dream has not worked or is less and less viable in a globally connected and “greener” world where resources are no longer seen as endless and cheap, rugged individualism has proven to produce wide and dysfunctional disparities of wealth, and there are fewer ways to insulate our economy from global perturbations. Now Europe, as embodied in the European Union, is on a quest for a different and more controlled and perfect "dream" society as exemplified by the many ways in which EU policies are aimed at providing a society that "cares for all" yet acknowledges difference, strives to be as “green” as possible, and at least purports to take the needs of the rest of the world into consideration.  I have found that for American students Rifkin’s perspective is controversial, and very disturbing and, yet, stimulating.  Certainly Europe falls short of reaching the stated goals. Yet the more one follows EU initiatives, the more it is clear that there is a [E]Utopian angle to nearly every EU policy.  But how do individual countries and the individual citizens in the 27 EU member countries see themselves in the ever widening and deepening EU dream construct?  This course will examine the situation in Slovenia, a country I know well and have regularly visited.

In addition to my own lectures and the readings I have chosen for the students, I have engaged Slovene lecturers (see list below under The role of faculty and staff) who can comment (always in English) on the now emerging “Slovene Dream” as they see it from many angles: social, economic, political (or they can argue that there is NOT such a dream).  Several of my UT graduate students have produced theses that are tangentially related to the idea of a Slovene Dream. Toby Applegate, for example, now a Ph.D, candidate at Rutgers, has written at length about the role of landscape and landscape features in Slovene identity. Now he is embarking on a dissertation on Slovene attitudes toward human rights for marginalized (even officially erased) Slovene residents (mostly minorities from the old Yugoslavia) and how this relates to Slovenes’ perceptions of themselves and their ideas about the future they desire for Slovenia. By coincidence, Mr. Applegate will be present in Slovenia during the field school.

But, there is much more within the geographic context per se that can be examined under the rubric of the Slovene Dream.  For example, how does agricultural policy, both local and EU-induced, figure in how Slovene's think about themselves and their future?  Another geographic angle is represented by a University of Primorska dissertation (Miha Staut) on the geography of health in Slovenia that examines what lies behind the very distinctive patterns of wellness in the country.  Then there is the matter of tourism and the representation of Slovenia by Slovenians to outsiders. It is my experience from living in Slovenia for part of every year since 1992 (and from visiting since 1959) that national identity is a constantly evolving (yet often subterranean) issue in virtually every public presentation from band concerts to theatre performances, to restaurant menus, to tourism brochures, to church services.  


A main point of the study trip would be to get the students out into Slovene society (paired with UP students), talking to people (especially other students) about how they identify themselves and the extent to which Europe or Slovenia or more local places are a part of the identity formation and why this is so.   

Slovene colleagues who have agreed to lecture to or do field trips with the Slovene Dream field school students:

· My Slovene assistant:  Miha Koderman, a UP geography Ph.D. candidate

· Chief Slovene colleague: Dr. Anton Gosar, head of the geography department and long-time colleague. He will address how Slovenia depicts itself to tourists, tourism being an important source of national income.

· Specialist on political geography and identity: Dr. Milan Bufon, former Vice Rector for research and world renowned specialist on the culture of borderlands assisted by  Janez Berdavs, Ph.D. candidate.

· Specialist on the transition and identity: Dr. Jurij Fikfak, anthropologist with the Institute of Ethnology at the Slovenian Academy, Ljubljana.

· Specialist on the arts and national identity: Dr. Kristof Kozak, dean of international education at UP and specialist in Slovene literature and theater.

· Specialist in Slovene business culture: Dr. Irena Vida, economics faculty, U of Ljubljana, a UT Ph.D. in marketing. She will address evolving Slovene identity in a new market economy.

· Specialist in Slovene cultural geography: Toby Applegate, my former graduate student at UT and now a Ph.D. candidate at Rutgers. He will lecture on two topics – the role of material culture in Slovene identity and the role of minorities in framing Slovene identity.

· Specialist in agricultural policy: Benedikt Jeranko, EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) official in Slovenia. He will talk about the redefining of Slovene agriculture within the EU CAP requirements and impacts on changing Slovene identity.

· Specialist on health issues, Ph.D. candidate at Primorska:  Miha Staut
· Recently elected member of Parliament and UP political geographer, Dr. Luka Juri.
· Drs. Paula Zupanc Ecimovic and Neva Cebron, Professors of English who will help guide UP English language students and UT field school students in a joint media-based project on personal perceptions of national identity.
Field trips


Upon arrival in Ljubljana, the students will travel by bus to a beautiful new farm tourism venue, Turisticna Kmetija Oblak, in south-central Slovenia near my home village of Ribnica. Here they will spend 3 days of introduction to the country, its traditional roots and its present engagement with rural industrialization and EU agricultural policies (CAP). Day trips will be taken to various cultural sites (castles, ruins, museums) and factories and time will be set aside for hikes into the countryside. 


On the fourth day (May 15) the field school will move to its main venue, the University of Primorska in Koper on the Slovene Adriatic coast. On the way we will visit Postojna caves, Predjamski Grad, and the Lipica horse breeding farm, all traditional sites that reify Slovene national identity.


While in Koper, there will be two additional field trips:

1. Trieste and the Italian/Slovene hinterland behind Trieste, then the new open border between Slovenia and Italy at Nova Gorica, then to Triglav National Park (Bohinj and Studor) —led by Dr. Milan Bufon, a member of the Slovene minority in Trieste, or his graduate student. 

2. Capital city of Ljubljana (1.5 hours from Koper by bus), walking tour, 1 hour of shopping in old city, tour of Castle. Meeting with Mag. Dusan Kramberger of the ministry of culture. If time permits, on return trip to Koper, we will divert off the freeway into the hinterland to show variety of culture and landscapes. 

4. Optional 4 day, 3 night trip to Croatia with physical geographers (extra cost =100€).  Feasibility and dates and to be announced.

Required reading:


Jeremy Rifkin, The European Dream: How Europe’s Vision of the Future is Quietly Eclipsing the American Dream. Paperback, 2005 – used copies will be supplied to all students at a charge of $5.00 each.  Best read prior to the trip.
Selected passages in Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. Revised Edition ed. London and New York: Verso, 1991 

Selected passages in Billig, Michael. Banal Nationalism. London: Sage Publications, 1995.


Adamic, Milan Orozen (ed), Slovenia, a Geographical Overview, Association of Geographical Societies of Slovenia, 2004  ISBN961-6500-49-X (Zalozba ZRC)


Gosar, Anton   “The American Dream = The European Dream?” Geogr. šoli, 2002, letn. 11, št. 1, str. 16-23, -- in translation. 


Selected passages in Tamar Mayer, Gender Ironies of Nationalism: Sexing the Nation, Kindle, (1999).

Selected chapters in The Europeans, A Geography of People, Culture and Environment, Robert C. Ostergren and John G. Rice, The Guilford Press, 2004.

Selected chapters in The European Culture Area: A Systematic Geography, Terry G. Jordan-Bychkov and Bella Bychkova Jordan, Rowman and Llittlefield, 2002.

Selected chapters in Women and Citizenship in Central and Eastern Europe, Jasmina Lukic, Joanna Regulska, Darja Zavirsek (eds), Ashgate Press, 2006.

Continuously updated current articles from English language European newspapers and magazines, posted on Blackboard

 e.g. Euroscepticism is a game. Irishtimes.com, Aug. 28, 2008.

Reference works to be consulted:

Slovenia – The Tourist Guide to Slovenia, Anton Gosar, author. Won best tourism book award for Europe in 1995. 

Politics in the European Union, 2nd ed.  Ian Bache, Stephen George. Oxford University press.


The European Union official website: http://europa.eu/index_en.htm

Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia  http://www.stat.si/eng/index.asp.
The Slovene official website: http://www.gov.si/

The Slovene Embassy in Washington D.C. newsletter: as posted on Blackboard

The Slovene Government PR office website: http://slovenia-news.uvi.si/.

Student preparation by director of field school (Pulsipher)

· Four scheduled sessions, two at UT, explaining the field course, all expectations, and costs, etc.  Background reading will be assigned at first session, April 1, and students will be given an interactive website where they can learn physical and political locations of Europe. April 22, practical advice on what to bring, directions on how to reach Ljubljana bus terminal from the airport, etc. Evening of May 11 at first venue near Ribnica, orientation to the next 3 days. Afternoon of May 15, in Koper, walking tour of youth hostel and of the vicinity (shopping, restaurants); a walking tour of the town, welcome desert party in the evening.
Student assessment 

· Participation in discussions during each lecture session (records kept)

· Daily journal in which person addresses daily experiences and observations in Slovenia related to identity issues (not the personal journal they may wish to keep), to be checked weekly and graded on insightfulness, evidence of connections to background reading, originality, and regularity of input.

· 3 Collaborative exams (questions to be openly discussed, then during an assigned hour, each student is to produce his/her own essay on the assigned questions)

Evaluation of students

· Individual participation in discussions is an important measure of students’ abilities to internalize and process complex concepts. Participation in discussion is 20% of grade, records will be kept.

· Daily journals as described above. 40 % of grade

· Collaborative essay exams. 40% of grade.

Itinerary:

· Daily schedule: [ Note: Contact hours occur in mornings, most afternoons, some evenings, and all day on field trips]

Sunday, May 10 – Travel from US to Slovenia

Monday, May 11 – Arrive in Ljubljana, Slovenia airport (usually by noon), take airport bus to Central RR and Bus Terminal, Ljubljana. Students will be met by field school representative and directed onto the bus to Ribnica (45 minute ride). Students leave bus at Ortnek, met by car to take them to the farm tourism lodge, Turisticna Kmetija Oblak.


    Group welcome meeting at 5:30PM


    Group welcome dinner at 7-9PM

Tuesday, May 12  

· 9-11:30AM   Lecture in large dining room by Dr. Pulsipher

· Introduction to the study course, begin discussion of Rifkin 

· Review EU its mission and its components and policies.

· Review Slovenia’s recent history and membership in EU

· 11:30-1 lunch at the Turisticna Kmetija Oblak
· 2-5 PM ride through farmland, visit to Ribnica and Miklova Hisa Museum, town castle, snack at Mihelic gostilna, walking tour of town

· 6-7, light supper at Turisticna Kmetija Oblak
· 7:30 -9 Lecture by Mr. Benedikt Jeranko of the Slovene Dept. of Agriculture on Slovenia and the EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).

Wednesday, May 13 

· 9-11:30AM: 

· Continue discussion with Dr. Pulsipher of Rifkin, discuss first impressions of Slovenia and how these perceptions relate or not to Rifkin’s ideas.

· 11:30-1 free time and lunch at Turisticna Kmetija Oblak
· 1-4  visit to Riko Industries, makers of high end modular homes now shipped throughout EU and to Russia

· 6-8, Kosilo (hearty lunch) at Turisticna Kmetija Oblak
· 8-9 Lecture and discussion with Stane Scrabec of Riko Industries. Discussion of industry in the Ribnica valley and its trading network 

Thursday, May 14  

· 9-11:30AM  Lecture and discussion with representative of Miklova Hisa.

· Visit to Inotherm door factory, and Ana Cesarik ethnic pottery and possibly, Castle Turjak

· 6-8, dinner at Turisticna Kmetija Oblak
· Visit with a local primary care medical doctor

Friday, May 15  

· 8AM Move from Turisticna Kmetija Oblak to Koper, visiting enroute Lipica horse farm, Postojna Caves and Predjamskigrad 

· 4PM Tour of accommodations, and of town and eating facilities. [From this point forward, students will eat noon and evening meals on their own. Excellent meals are available at $8 to $12.] 

· 6-8, dinner on own or with selected Primorska students

· 8 PM Introduction of UP English language students and discussion of a short joint project of UT/UP students on personal perspectives on national identity. 

Saturday, May 16

· 10-11 Voluntary tutorial sessions to help with adjustment issues with Dr. Pulsipher and her assistant, Miha Koderman

· 11-12 1st collaborative exam on pre-submitted questions.

Sunday, May 17  free day, possible option for a trip to Piran for dinner

Monday, May 18 Primorska U. Lecture hall 9-11:30AM:

· Lecture and discussion with Mr. Toby Applegate, Slovene Material Culture and National Identity

· 11:30-1 free time and time for lunch on own

· 1-3 reading time and time to meet with UP English lang. students 

· 3-6 study and exercise time

· 6-8, dinner on own or with Dr. Kozak

· 8-9Lecture by Dr. Kristof Kozak on the role of language, literature and theater in Slovene identity. Primorska students invited.

Tuesday, May 19 Primorska U. Lecture hall 9-11:30AM:

· Lecture and discussion with Dr. Pulsipher, Gender and National Identity, with special applications to Slovenia. 

· 11:30-1 free time and time for lunch on own

· 1-3 reading time and time to meet with UP English lang. students 

· 3-6 study and exercise time

· 6-8, dinner on own

· 8-9 Preparation discussion for field trip #1 

Wednesday, May 20  

· All day field trip #1 (visit to the Italian/Slovene border region with Dr. Bufon and Mr. Berdavs, including Triglav national park and material culture landscapes covered in lecture by Toby Applegate).

Thursday, May 21 Primorska U. Lecture hall or American Corner space

· 9-11:30AM 
· Lecture and discussion with Dr. Gosar and Mr. Koderman, How Slovenians present themselves to tourists (tourism is a substantial % of GDP)

· 11:30-1 free time and time for lunch on own

· 1-3 reading time and time to meet with UP English lang. students. 

· 3-6 study and exercise time

· 6-8, dinner on own

· 8-9, 2nd collaborative exam on pre-submitted questions

Friday, May 22 Primorska U. Lecture hall 9-11:30AM:

· Lecture and discussion  with Dr. Jurij Fikfak,  The morphing of national identity 1991-present – folk performance, festivals
· 11:30-1 free time and time for lunch on own

· 1-3 reading time and time to meet with UP English lang. students

· 3-6 study and exercise time

· 6-8, dinner discussion with Dr. Fikfak

Saturday, May 23  Possible ferry day-trip to Venice 

Sunday, May 24 free day, optional trip to Salt Museum near Portoroz

Monday, May 25 Primorska U. Lecture hall or American Corner space

· 9-11:30AM: Lecture and discussion with Mr. Miha Staut on Geographic patterns of health issues and Slovene national identity—who is healthy, who is not?.

· 11:30-1 free time and time for lunch on own

· 1-3 reading time and time to meet with UP English lang. students

· 3-6 study and exercise time

· 6-7, dinner on own

· 7-9 Evening with Dr. Luka Juri, political geographer and new member of Parliament from Primorska.

Tuesday, May 26, Primorska U. Lecture hall 9-11:30AM: 

· Lecture and discussion with Dr. Pulsipher on Cultural Geography of Slovene village life in transition: home energy use in 18th and 21st centuries.
· 11:30-1 free time and time for lunch on own

· 1-3 reading/writing time and time to meet with UP English lang. students

· 3-6 study and exercise time

· 6-8, dinner on own

· 8-9 Class preparation for field trip #2

Wednesday, May 27 7AM All day field trip #2 to capital, Ljubljana (see above)

Thursday, May 28 Primorska U. Lecture hall or American Corner space 

· 9-11:30AM: Lecture and discussion with Dr. Irena Vida, Business culture and marketing in a post-Communist society.

· 11:30-1 free time and time for lunch on own

· 1-3 reading time and time to meet with UP English lang. students

· 3-6 study and exercise time

· 6-8, dinner on own

· Time to finish joint project on identity with UP English students

Friday, May 29 Primorska U. Lecture hall 9-11:30AM:

· 9-10 Groups discussion of the field experience, and of exam questions

· 10-11:30 3rd (last) collaborative exam

· 11-12 student evaluation of field school

· Free afternoon to complete journals

· Dinner on own

· 7-9 presentation of joint project with UP English students

Saturday, May 30    Free day, Farewell dinner-party 7PM

Sunday, May 31
Departure

Accommodations, Food:

For the first 3 days of the field school, students will be housed in Turisticna Kmetija Oblak near Ribnica and will eat a pris fix menu at this establishment. Once in Koper they will be housed at the Luka Koper Youth Hostel which very reasonably priced and includes breakfast and is  within walking distance of  the university and multiple restaurants and leisure activities and the RR/Bus station.   Aside from several communal meals that we will all have together, students will be able to eat where and when they please. The two meals should not cost more than $20 a day (I am negotiating for special government subsidy coupons that would reduce yet further.) There will be a regular 1.5-hour lunch period and plenty of time most evenings for a leisurely evening meal, perhaps along the coast.  Slovenes tend to eat their big meal of the day at noon and then have a light supper. 

Interactions with Primorska University students


The university will be in session in May, so the place will be full of students – many opportunities to meet them and talk with them.  Nearly all have some English, many are totally fluent.  My colleagues in geography are eager for their students to spend time with UT field school students. Two English professors have offered to help with a joint project between UP and UT students on personal perceptions of national identity.

Possibilities for eventual reciprocity to UP students: 

I am very interested in facilitating the possibility of UP students coming to UT at some point, either for a short course, or for a semester and for UT students to study for a semester at UP.  The UP faculty has recently voted to offer a range of courses in English for just such an eventuality.  But for now, it seemed that it would all work better if our UT administration could see a track record of a study course at Primorska University for UT students first, hence no mention of future options at this time, though they are being enthusiastically discussed at both universities.
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